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Sunday Mail - A 'fabulous' year, says Maywald
Defiant Water Security Minister Karlene Maywald has labelled her performance in 2008 a "fabulous success out of adversity" – despite the River Murray's continued descent into disaster. Ms Maywald – who has been accused by her critics of inaction – said she owed no one an apology. In a year in which some Riverland irrigators walked off their land or burnt their crops, she instead claimed triumph. "When people are experiencing hardship they look for someone to blame, and I guess I've taken the brunt of that this year," she said. The Chaffey MP said she had achieved long-term changes of national significance. 

"Working though the issue of getting the Murray-Darling Basin governance arrangements transferred to the Federal Government, a new basin wide plan now to be established is just an enormous achievement," she said. "So looking back on the year, I think it's been one of a fabulous success out of adversity." In a wide-ranging interview, Ms Maywald, 47, laughed off a suggestion she owed Riverland growers an apology for not doing more to help them. "Absolutely not," she said.

"I don't owe anyone an apology for working my hardest to achieve the best I can in the worst drought in history. "I think that it's irresponsible to start talking about the drought as if it's someone's fault. The drought is not someone's fault, it is a shortage of water and we can only do the best we can do with what's available to us." In September, The Advertiser reported that a third of Riverland growers were preparing to walk off their blocks. It said 280,000 citrus trees had been burned over the last two years because of the drought. Ms Maywald said there was nothing else she could have done to ease the situation. "I think we've fairly and equitably distributed the water that we've had available in SA," she said. "Across the board, there have always been inequities across the states. There has been for 100 years." Ms Maywald said the $67 million critical water allocation policy had provided a lifeline to the community. She also pointed to irrigation and exit grants and the National Water Plan as sources of assistance for growers. Ms Maywald said the Government struggled to make it self heard above the critics. "There are a lot of experts that will comment with a throwaway line," she said. "They're never questioned and they don't have to substantiate where they're making their comment from, while the Government has to substantiate everything that we say. "We're up against a whole range of people who have opinions and don't necessarily know what's going on. "We've got to get our message out there that we are doing an enormous amount. "There's about $3 billion of projects going on, and that's a substantial investment in water in the future." Ms Maywald pointed to the desalination plant, successful stormwater harvesting projects, effluent re-use and demand management as proof of government action. After the state election in March 2010, the National MP, who has the power of veto within the Labor cabinet, did not rule out joining a Liberal government if depended on her support. "If a situation arose I would deal with it in the best interests of my electorate, like in WA," she said. "It's not about Liberal or Labor, it's about getting the best deal for SA." An unnamed Liberal insider told the Sunday Mail that, in the past, Ms Maywald had made personal approaches to Liberal MPs about coming on board in circumstances where she held the balance of power. Opposition Leader Martin Hamilton-Smith refused to comment about the claims, which Ms Maywald has denied. "I haven't approached Liberal or Labor MPs," she said. "It's not something I talk to them about."

A fabulous year – In your dreams Minister 

Response to Sunday Mail - A fabulous year, says Maywald.

Karlene Maywald has lost touch with reality. "A fabulous year". Maybe for Karlene’s ministerial hip pocket, but not for rural SA. The problem with having tens of millions of dollars at your disposal to spend on political media spin doctors -  is you listen to so much spin you end up forgetting the truth. The truth is drought isn't the downfall of the system, over allocation is.  Low rainfall is just high lighting a river system that has been mismanaged and over allocated for years. The Minister states "I think we've fairly and equitably distributed the water that we've had available in SA". Ask the people from the Lower Lakes, Lake Bonney and SA irrigators if it's fair to be South Australia's sacrificial water lambs. SA's three largest unique and beautiful natural lakes - Alexandrina, Albert and Bonney - are having their environmental flows stolen - and SA irrigators are having their allocations hijacked - neither with compensation - to distribute the flows to Adelaide so that the population can grow by one million people. If Adelaide needs more water, then the State Government should enter the water market and purchase it. The State Government must stop stealing environmental flows and destroying the irreplaceable ecological assets we have. The reason so many people speak out against Minister Maywald in the media, is we are concerned when we continually hear so many inaccuracies in her decision making. The incredible knowledge that can be found in local communities is ignored, so the Minister can focus on short term political spin, instead of long term commonsense. "The Chaffey MP said she had achieved long-term changes of National Significance". Mmm, about 11 years achievement in negative River Murray management which has left our river system in the awful chaos it is in - and left a lot more wrinkles on the Ministers face. "It's not about Liberal or Labor, it's about getting the best deal for SA". Karlene - In our dreams, babe, in our dreams. Robyn O'Dea. 

 Save Coorong: 'Storm Boy' Greg pleads for an SA jewel
The star of iconic South Australian film Storm Boy has made an impassioned plea to save the Coorong, a "paradise" which he says must be protected at all costs. Greg Rowe, now 43, and a married father of two living in Toronto, Canada, said it would be "a tragedy" if the environmentally sensitive ecosystem of wetlands and lakes was lost forever. 

2

"This is one of the most important pieces of wilderness, not just in SA but Australia, and that kind of natural beauty only comes along once in a lifetime," he said. "To think in my short lifetime that it might disappear, it's almost surreal; you just can't get your head around it. "It's an incredibly important part of the country. Everything should be done to save that because once it is gone it is gone." Rowe's concerns were echoed by the widow of Colin Thiele, the SA author of the best-selling book on which the 1976 film was based. Rhonda Thiele said her late husband would have been "shocked" at the perilous health of the once-pristine wilderness: "I went down to the Coorong recently and I couldn't believe it, it was dreadful." Rowe, who played the lead character of Mike Kingsley in the internationally acclaimed film, was plucked from obscurity as an 11-year-old Hectorville Primary School student to star in Storm Boy. It won the Australian Film Industry's Best Film award and became a celebrated Australian classic. The children's story – first published in 1963 – follows the relationship between a boy, who is living with his recluse of a father, an orphaned pelican, and an outcast Aboriginal, played by David Gulpilil. Arguably, the biggest star of the film was the Coorong's unspoiled beauty. Now, more than 30 years after the movies release, the Coorong that Rowe remembers as "a paradise as far as the eye could see" and the nearby Lower Lakes, are facing an environmental crisis that threatens to destroy them. Flocks of migrating birds have all but gone, their feeding grounds starved of critical flows of fresh water from their lifeline, the ailing River Murray. The abundant fish life that once flourished in lagoons is disappearing as rising salinity makes the water uninhabitable. Former investment adviser Rowe, whose wife Jennifer is a senior insurance executive, is now a stay-at-home dad to daughters Natasha, 10, and Chloe, 7. Keeping up with the declining state of the Coorong via the internet, Rowe said it was crucial that more water be pumped into the Murray – a move the Federal Government has all but ruled out. "The whole river system is in very desperate need of saving and the Coorong is the ultimate result of the Murray being diminished," he said. "The water flows need to be increased again and its obviously the intensive use from the source to the mouth that's causing the problem. "I remember in some of the scenes we got right out into the heart of the Coorong because they wanted shots of thousands of pelicans nesting . . . there were thousands as far as the eye could see, pelicans everywhere." Rowe said it was "incredible" to imagine the area without a pelican population. The birds are now scarce because their food sources, such as the European carp and Murray cod, have declined and their breeding grounds are all but gone. In an interview before his death in September 2006, Colin Thiele said he felt an "affinity" with the region. "I don't think there are many places in the world any more where you can go and see something almost as it was from pristine days," he said. Mrs Thiele, who lives in Brisbane, told the Sunday Mail her husband would be "shocked" and "most upset" the 145km Coorong was on the brink of collapse. "He really got to love the area, he was very interested in its geology and grew so fond of it," she said. "I go back (to Adelaide) now at least twice a year and I went down to the Coorong recently and I couldn't believe it, it was dreadful. "It just wasn't the same place."

C-News - Higher priority for lower lakes urged
A lower lakes action group is calling for the lower lakes region to be rated as high a priority as Lake Bonney in the Riverland. Lake Bonney is receiving 10 gigalitres of environmental water in installments. Paul Davis from the River Lakes and Coorong Action Group says the lower lakes also deserve an environmental allocation. He says the Federal Government should take a National approach to managing the river system and allocate water equally. "This system here is fundamental to the health of the whole river," he said. Just so you know, Lake Bonney is being used as a rubbish dump. All the dirty highly saline water out of Loch Luna and Chambers Creek - (the adjoining areas from the River Murray to the lake), has just been dumped into Lake Bonney. If Karlene had been serious about environmental protection of Lake Bonney, she would have spent a measly $100,000 on a pipe extension and brought fresh river water in at 300 EC - instead of dumping a heap of dirty water in at 3,500 EC. Not always what it seems, especially with her? Karlene has hijacked 29 gigs off Lake Bonney in the first water year, this current one, she wants to hijack another 19 gigs - ie take 29 give back 10. The lake couldn’t cope with the first 29 being taken, and the ecosystem is in disaster. We need our normal natural flow volume reinstated, or we are in big trouble. We just continue to put massive media pressure on her continually and keep attacking. At the end of the day, the water minister couldn’t give a damn about the environment. See this mornings Sunday Mail quote " I think we've fairly and equitably distributed the water that we've had available in SA". Yeah right Karlene - taken all the water from the Lower Lakes, Lake Bonney and the SA irrigators and sent it elsewhere. I think Karlene, Rann and co made their minds up a long time ago, that to grow Adelaide’s population - the main voters - by one million more people will need a lot more water from somewhere. We are the some where’s. It is important to fight together against the moral wrong and the environmental hijacking as a joint voice, not squabble between ourselves. We're up against the same enemy and the same political spin and greed. Response to Chairman Lake Bonney Management Committee - Robyn O'Dea, December 8, 2008. Firstly I would like to thank the Lake Bonney management committee for granting myself the right of reply to the Chairman’s personal attack on myself and the Save Lake Bonney Group. I actually have very little interest in wasting committee member’s valuable time in entering into a personal character debate with Mr Fuller. I wish to offer the following two comments: 
1. At no time have I ever spoken out on behalf of the Lake Bonney Management Committee. 
2. I have spoken out only about a report which the State Government themselves tell us is not a confidential document.
I draw the committees’ attention to the NRM document itself. A factual scientific government document that clearly advised the government - that unless water was returned to Lake Bonney by early October at the latest  - a fish kill in Lake Bonney would result. 
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Recognising the gravidity of this NRM Report, I forwarded this public document onto the media - along with a request that the media - on behalf of the public - ask the Minister for the River Murray why she had not implemented the recommendations of this government report - and subsequently why she was going to allow a fish kill to occur in Lake Bonney. Unfortunately my attempts to pressure the Minister for the River Murray to accept and implement the factual findings and recommendations of her own governments scientific report - to prevent a massive fish kill involving thousands of native fish - was unsuccessful. As much as my actions have obviously infuriated the chairman and likely public servants presiding over and residing on this committee, I make no apology to anyone for attempting to prevent the massive fish kill which subsequently occurred. I would like to take this opportunity to also advise this committee that I will continue to oppose Karlene Maywald’s past and present management strategy for Lake Bonney. I oppose this on the grounds that Minister Maywald’s policy of taking twenty nine gigalitres of environmental flow in the first twelve months from Lake Bonney - and reallocating it to other uses elsewhere - is resulting in the ecological collapse of Lake Bonney, and immoral damages to this community. Minister Maywald has a present policy of taking a further twenty nine gigalitres of environmental flow from the lake in this second ‘water’ year – from October to September 2009, and only replacing at this stage ten gigalitres. This will result in a nett deficit of 48 gigalitres of natural environmental flow being taken from Lake Bonney. If the removal of twenty nine gigalitres of environmental flows - as highlighted in the governments NRM report - results in a fish kill, commonsense will tell all of us in this room that the removal of forty eight gigalitres of environmental flow will result in disastrous consequences and the collapse of Lake Bonney. Unlike the chairman I do not believe that if you bang your head against a brick wall you need a governmental scientific report to tell you it is going to hurt. For the last fourteen months we have seen with our own eyes Lake Bonney with a regulator – a dirt bank stopping water coming into the lake – and a drying cycle imposed on it.  It has ended in catastrophe with major fish kill, turtle kill, salinity levels which have done nothing less than sky rocket, and social and economic torment to this community. The only people, in my eyes, who from this point on continue to promote a permanent regulator - and a dry and wet cycle on Lake Bonney – are those who wish for Lake Bonney to end up a salt evaporation basin – dead. The consequences of ignoring escalating salinity in Lake Bonney would not only be that we would turn the lake into a salt evaporation basin, but inevitably the damage would intensify and spiral out to effect and damage outlying areas – killing the lakes front lawns, the surrounding trees, impacting on Chambers Creek, Loch Luna and ultimately effecting irrigators ground water mounds. I was stunned last meeting, when a representative out of Karlene Maywald’s office remarked ‘why worry about how high the salinity level gets in Lake Bonney ? If you only want a recreational lake, who cares about salinity rising?” Well, we care very much. We care that the aquatic life and vegetation at Lake Bonney continues to live. We care that we have a live lake, not a dead one. Lake Bonney has been an integral part of the River Murray until fourteen months ago, and I believe the strategy of this committee should be to promote a long term future for the lake by decreasing salinity levels so as to ultimately reconnect Lake Bonney to the River Murray System. 
If we are to Save Lake Bonney, I urge this committee to consider a 3 point plan.
1. Halt further escalation of salinity, by calling for the government to reinstate natural yearly flow volumes into Lake Bonney. For this I have a motion I would like to take to the floor.
2. Oppose any permanent regulation of Chambers Creek.
3. Investigate and adopt a second inlet/outlet or pipe extension, which can be regulated, with an aim of this being used to decrease salinity levels in Lake Bonney, through a circulation and flushing program.
All surrounding backwaters are sitting around 3500 - 4000 ECs, so basically we should seek to bring the lake back to similar salinity levels. To do this we would have to drop the salinity level by at least 12,000 ECs. If we could achieve an outcome of reducing salinity in the lake by around 2000 ECs per year, we would need six years to undo the damage that has occurred at Lake Bonney, the majority of it due to disconnection. If we could achieve a reduction of five thousands ECs per year, it would take 2 ½ years to reach a lower salinity goal. The governments own scientists have recommended that Lake Bonney should not remain disconnected for longer than a twelve month period – ie Lake Bonney should have its natural flows of 29 gigalitres per year from here on in. I believe it is crucial that this committee recognise, if not my or the Save Lake Bonney Groups continued warnings, then at least the dire warnings of the Ministers own NRM scientists, by recognising Lake Bonney natural flows must be reinstated in full. 
I would like to put forth the following recommendation  –
1.        That the committee writes to the honourable Karlene Maywald recommending that in addition to the ten gigalitres being siphoned into the lake now - that an additional two gigalitres per month of our natural environmental flows be returned into Lake Bonney - to prevent further ecological collapse in this current water year.  A recommendation that 2.4 gigalitres per month in any following water year be put into Lake Bonney  – until such time as this committee has been able to investigate, endorse and adopt provisions for a second inlet/outlet or a pipe extension program.
Thank you, Robyn O’Dea

22nd
Adelaide Advertiser - Water consumption down 30pc
South Australian households each saved an average of 50,000 litres of water - the equivalent volume of an in-ground swimming pool - in the past year, figures show.
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SA Water figures also show individuals are using 70 litres less water each a day compared with the 2003–04 financial year.

Each household is now using an average of 191 kilolitres of water a year, a savings of 50 kilolitres on the average of 241 kilolitres in 2006–07. Adelaide is on track to use even less water this financial year, with water usage since July more than 10 gigalitres less than the 10-year average and two gigalitres less than at this time last year. SA Water consumption data from 2007–08 reveals the average daily water use a person was 345 litres. Each resident was estimated to use 415 litres of water a day in 2003-04. Total water consumption in the last financial year by SA Water users was 219 gigalitres, 27 gigalitres less than in 2003-04 and the lowest volume in the past five years. Water Security Minister Karlene Maywald said water restrictions were being reviewed monthly and would not yet have to be toughened. But she said the water situation remained critical. "If domestic consumption stays within manageable levels, then the current restrictions should be able to be maintained," she said. "South Australians are to be congratulated for their enormous effort to conserve water. Consumption has been reduced by nearly 30 per cent during 2008, compared with the last drought in 2002." SA Water also reduced its take from the River Murray in the last financial year, using 186 gigalitres from the river for 85 per cent of the total water supplied, compared with 223 gigalitres the previous year. 

Allocations: $67m lifeline for irrigators
Almost1000 Riverland irrigators have been allocated 39 gigalitres of extra water under a $67 million State Government drought-assistance scheme. The decision to underwrite critical water allocations for permanent citrus, vines and other plantings along the River Murray was made by the Government in September. Under the scheme, irrigators can apply to the Riverland Response Centre and have their eligibility for a critical water allocation assessed. Latest available figures provided to The Advertiser yesterday show there have been 1277 calls to the centre ahead of the deadline of January 16. Of the 1078 formal applications, 906 have so far been approved and 107 rejected.  Water Security Minister Karlene Maywald yesterday said the response from irrigators to the scheme was "overwhelmingly positive". "We anticipate about three-quarters of both private irrigators and those in trusts have applied for a critical water allocation so far this year," Ms Maywald said. Only those irrigators who can prove their businesses are financially viable, and are not taking the Federal Government's exit grant, are eligible. Renmark West citrus-grower Humphrey Howie, 47, has received a critical allocation of 60 megalitres of water. "That gives us enough water for now and hopefully allows us to carry over a little bit for next year." SA Murray Irrigators Assoc chairman Tim Whetstone, who will challenge Ms Maywald for her seat of Chaffey at the 2010 election, said the scheme helped irrigators make a positive decision to stay on the land.

Birds on brink of extinction

A tiny species of water bird will disappear from the Coorong unless salt water is pumped from the national park's South Lagoon, an ecology expert has warned. University of Adelaide Professor David Paton says the fairy tern faces extinction from the Coorong unless immediate action is taken. Professor Paton said low flows and high evaporation rates had conspired to make the South Lagoon five to six times saltier than sea water. The water is too salty for the fish, so the birds have moved on, but when they try to breed further north foxes eat their eggs. "This is a species heading for extinction," Professor Paton said. Surveys have revealed the population of fairy terns in the Coorong halved from 1500 in the 1980s to between 600 and 700 in 2000. Now there are fewer than 300 of the birds left. The South Lagoon nesting sites are high on rocky islands, but in the north the birds nest in sandy habitats subject to flooding and predation by foxes. "There is some hope if you can get pumping from the South Lagoon happening as soon as possible," Professor Paton said. "That's going to take one to two years to get the salinities down to such a level that fish and birds can recolonise." He has written to the state and federal governments but is frustrated by the delay. "They just don't appreciate the urgency," he said. Researcher Dr Daniel Rogers said the fairy terns had failed to breed in three of the past four years. Water Security Minister Karlene Maywald said she welcomed Professor Paton's input into the consultation process for long-term options for the Coorong and Lower Lakes.

AWA

1. The first National Water Commission Australian Water Markets Report 2007-2008 has been released. It provides a consolidated national summary of water markets and features trading summaries, and information on operational practices, pricing and governance arrangements. 

2. The Australian Water Association has called for the Australian industry to support the Government's Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme (CPRS), the details of which were released in Canberra last week. 

3. Construction of the Northern Water Plant will begin early in 2010, after Barwon Water and Shell approved the final agreement. The plant is expected to recycle sewage and trade waste from homes and industries across Geelong's northern suburbs, saving two billion litres of drinking water each year.

· Geelong Advertiser - Water plant sealed for north Geelong

Construction of the Northern Water Plant will begin early in 2010 after Barwon Water and Shell approved the final agreement. The plant is expected to recycle sewage and trade waste from homes and industries across Geelong's northern suburbs, saving two billion litres of drinking water each year. Shell's Corio refinery will use the recycled water and the plant will be built next to the company's storage tanks east of Station St. ``The Northern Water Plant is a vital link in developing an integrated water supply system for the region,'' Barwon Water chairman Roger Lowrey said. ``Not only will it boost the reliability of our water supplies, which is crucial as we adapt to climate change, but it will significantly increase water 
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recycling.'' Shell Geelong refinery general manager Huck Poh said the plant would boost recycled water usage to 95 per cent.
``Our investment in the project represents just part of our journey to reducing our water use,'' he said. The Federal Government has committed $20 million to the project, that will be matched by $9.2 million from the State Government, $16 million from Barwon Water and about $45 million from Shell. Construction is scheduled to be finished in October 2011 and the plant is due to be commissioned in early 2012.

4. Traditional owners from the Borroloola region are celebrating a Federal Court win to stop a RIVER being diverted to allow the expansion of the McArthur River zinc mine.

· ABC News - Traditional owners win McArthur River Mine case

Traditional owners from the Borroloola region are celebrating a Federal Court win to stop a river being diverted to allow the expansion of the McArthur River zinc mine. About six kilometres of the McArthur River has already been affected by the expansion of the mine. But today the court ruled that the former Commonwealth environment minister Ian Campbell's approval of the expansion did not follow the proper process. The Northern Land Council and traditional owners are now demanding that mining company Xstrata immediately halt its diversion of the river. Traditional owners were applauded as they left Darwin's Supreme Court this morning. Some were crying with happiness after winning their landmark appeal.

On the court's steps, traditional owner Harry Lansen said he would ask the mining company for compensation.

"I want the river back in the same place," he said. Mr Lansen says the river has been damaged and it will take an unknown amount of money to repair. Fellow traditional owner Archie Harvey says he wants the river back to normal for their children to enjoy. "We just need the river back. We don't know how. They put it there, they can put it back," he said. Traditional owners Jackie Green say the win confirms the view there was a lack of consultation when the decision was made. He says there was no proper process to talk to owners when a decision to convert the McArthur River zinc mine to open pit was made in 2006, and that the pit is right on top of the owner's traditional site. Mr Green says McArthur River Mine should pay to restore the river and he doesn't care if it closes. Xstrata, which runs the mine, says it's disappointed by today's decision and will consider the judgment over coming days. The Northern Territory Resources Council says the decision is a huge blow for Australia's mining industry. Scott Perkins says the decision has major implications. "It does throw a different light on how decisions are made in remote parts of Australia. "It means lack of development potentially in remote areas of Australia and it's really those remote people who ultimately are going to feel the economic disadvantage of all this sort of stuff."

5. CSIRO's National Research Flagships program has won the highest category awarded in this year's Prime Minister's Awards for Excellence in Public Sector Management. The awards are bestowed by the Institute of Public Administration Australia and are Australia's top awards for public sector management. They are open to all departments and agencies at all levels of government. 

6. On 16 December 2008, the water footprint network was launched at the Corporate Water Footprint Conference, in London (UK). The Network aims to develop and apply the 'Water Footprint' to support the transition to sustainable and equitable water use and management globally, including how much intrinsic water is locked up in meat, grain and other foodstuffs produced by humans.

Water footprint network

People use lots of water for drinking, cooking and washing, but even more for producing things such as food, paper, cotton clothes, etc. The water footprint is an indicator of water use that looks at both direct and indirect water use of a consumer or producer. The water footprint of an individual, community or business is defined as the total volume of freshwater that is used to produce the goods and services consumed by the individual or community or produced by the business.

The relation between consumption and water use 
"The interest in the water footprint is rooted in the recognition that human impacts on freshwater systems can ultimately be linked to human consumption, and that issues like water shortages and pollution can be better understood and addressed by considering production and supply chains as a whole,” says Professor Arjen Y. Hoekstra, creator of the water footprint concept and scientific director of the Water Footprint Network. "Water problems are often closely tied to the structure of the global economy. Many countries have significantly externalised their water footprint, importing water-intensive goods from elsewhere. This puts pressure on the water resources in the exporting regions, where too often mechanisms for wise water governance and conservation are lacking. Not only governments, but also consumers, businesses and civil society communities can play a role in achieving a better management of water resources."

Some facts and figures 
· The production of one kilogram of beef requires 16 thousand litres of water.

· To produce one cup of coffee we need 140 litres of water. 
· The water footprint of China is about 700 cubic meters per year per capita. Only about 7% of the Chinese water footprint falls outside China. 
· Japan with a footprint of 1150 cubic meter per year per capita, has about 65% of its total water footprint outside the borders of the country. 
· The USA water footprint is 2500 cubic meter per year per capita. 
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7. Degremont, a subsidiary of Suez Environment has signed a contract to build a drinking water treatment plant with an output capacity of 910,000 m3/day in Al Rusafa- Baghdad. This project will provide drinking water to more than 4 million residents in the Grand Baghdad area who until now did not have any access to it. 

8. For the past 15 years, a class-action lawsuit has been winding its way through the courts on behalf of the more than 125,000 people who drink, bathe, fish and wash their clothes in tainted headwaters of the Amazon River. Now a single judge is expected to rule in the case in 2009, with commentators suggesting that Chevron Corp will be held responsible for oil spills and dumping of wastewater and ordered to pay up to $27.3 billion in damages. 

9. A report from an academic to the EIS for Adelaide's $1.3 billion desalination plant claims that the method of discharging salt into St Vincent Gulf will likely cause extensive marine damage. 

10. New research on Switzerland's glaciers has found that they are melting at an accelerating rate and that many will disappear completely by the end of the century.

· New research on Switzerland's glaciers has found that they are melting at an accelerating rate and that many will disappear completely by the end of the century. Two studies by the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology looked at 30 glaciers in the country and concluded that they are losing about a metre of thickness of every year. The researchers blame climate change for the melting. They say that only the largest glaciers will still exist at the end of the century. But one of the scientists on the project, Matthias Huss, says most of the ice is held in these biggest and most robust glaciers. "We find that the largest glaciers will still be present at the end of the 21st Century but they will be very much smaller than they are today," he said. "Many of the smaller glaciers will have disappeared during the next 20 to 60 years."

11. A petroleum company has been convicted of causing an environmental hazard over a fuel leak in the Melbourne suburb of Newport two years ago. 

12. About half of southeast Queensland residents want recycled water added to their drinking supplies, but not if it is derived from industrial and hospital waste, according to a Newspoll poll. 

· About half of southeast Queensland residents want recycled water added to their drinking supplies, but not if it is derived from industrial and hospital waste. The results of a Newspoll on attitudes to recycled water surfaced as Premier Anna Bligh made the surprising admission that pipelines for the $2.5 billion western corridor scheme were not in the right places to allow industry to utilise waste water. Last month, Ms Bligh backed down from plans to add recycled water to Brisbane's Wivenhoe Dam early next year, following a series of reports in The Australian that raised public health concerns about the scheme. Industrial and hospital effluent was to constitute 12 per cent of the recycled water to be pumped to the dam. The Newspoll of 546 residents from Brisbane and the Gold and Sunshine coasts was conducted for The Australian as the reports were published. The poll found 54per cent were in support of adding recycled water to drinking supplies, with 29 per cent strongly in favour and 25 per cent "somewhat" in favour. Forty-one per cent were opposed to drinking recycled water. However, 59 per cent of respondents believed the water should come from residential sources only, with industrial and hospital effluent, known as trade waste, precluded. Twenty-six per cent believed both residential sewage and trade waste should be recycled for drinking supplies. The finding of a narrow majority in support of drinking recycled water mirrors polling by the Queensland Water Commission last month, which had 55 per cent in favour. The proportion in favour had dropped from 75 per cent when the recycled water plan was announced early last year. Dams, which were at perilously low levels at the time of the announcement, have been replenished by recent rains. The fall in support for recycled water in the water commission polling was a key factor in the back down by Ms Bligh, who may go to an early election in the new year. The water commission, which had unsuccessfully urged Ms Bligh to proceed with the plan, declined to comment yesterday on the Newspoll. On Monday, The Australian reported that no businesses had signed up as customers for recycled water, despite a claim by Ms Bligh that industry had embraced the plan. Thirty per cent of water to be produced at three filtration plants in the western corridor scheme is earmarked for industry use, and Ms Bligh had insisted she was unaware of any businesses that had refused to sign up. The Premier admitted yesterday that not a single company had signed a contract to buy recycled water.

13. Agriculture Minister Terry Redman says WA should embrace moves by Arab interests in the Middle East to buy prime Wheatbelt farmland to secure their future food supplies. 

Murray Valley Standard – A Fairer deal for the Lower Murray

Rally for the River, Lakes and Coorong

The Murraylands is hoping to hold the biggest community rally about the plight of the River Murray, Lower Lakes and Coorong. The rally will be at Edwards Square, Murray Bridge, at 4pm on January 17, to help show that the community needs a fairer deal for the Lower Murray, lakes and Coorong. The community is banding together to make sure it is not forgotten when it comes to decisions the new Murray Darling Basin Authority and State and Federal governments make on the future of this invaluable waterway. Rally organiser Prue Semler is hoping the rally sends a clear message from the community. “The prospect of flooding the lakes with sea water has put the community in a state of anxiety, as it has been confirmed that this measure is inextricably tied into building a weir near Wellington,” she said. “What will happen to the people who rely on the lakes for stock water? “What will happen to the environment which relies on fresh water? “How long will it take to return the lakes to its natural state?” 
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The announcement of flooding the lakes with sea water was only compounded by the decision to allow the ‘Sugarloaf’ or North-South pipeline in Victoria, which will more than 90 gigalitres pumped from Murray-Goulburn and piped to Melbourne.

“Could this water have been used to refresh the ailing lakes Alexandrina and Albert?” Miss Semler said. Already people from towns such as Murray Bridge, Mannum, Meningie and Tailem Bend, and throughout the Mallee have been helping to make a difference to the situation of the Lower Murray by raising money for Waterfind Environment Fund, to buy back

environmental water from willing sellers. This fundraising exercise has been spearheaded by the Blue Ribbon Ambassador

program, which has seen people by thousands of ribbons for $2 each, with all the proceeds going to Waterfind Environment Fund. Paving the way for the campaign and rally is community newspaper The Murray Valley Standard, Rural City of Murray Bridge, Mid Murray Council and Coorong District Council.

24th
FarmOnLine - Water tender closes
The price of water will be of interest in the coming weeks, following last week's closure of the Federal Government's second tender to purchase water access entitlements under the $3.1 billion buy-back plan. ANZ Rural and Regional Economist Paul Deane said the price of this latest tender will again be of interest. "It will test the market to a greater extent given the government intends to spend $400 million this time," he said. For the first tender, which closed in May 2008, the Government purchased just $50m of water entitlements, about 35 gigalitres, at an average price of $2124 a megalitre for high security/reliability entitlements and $1131/mL for low reliability licences. 

Wool production flirts with century low
As we end 2008, the last time Australia’s wool clip was this low, paddle steamers and horses and carts transported the clip to be sold. The most recent estimate has the national clip for next year at 370 million kilograms. That's a 7.5pc fall on this year's production, according to the Australian Wool Production Forecasting Committee. The massive sheep sell-off continues, with a 10pc rise in slaughtering in the September quarter, with the Bureau of Statistics estimating the national sheep flock to have been at 79.2 million head at the start of the 2008-09 season. Last year, the same statisticians said the flock was at 85.7 million, the lowest since 1924. By any measure, there are very few sheep in Australia and not a lot of Merino wool.

Forecasting committee chairman, Russell Pattinson, said, “Despite excellent rainfall in the northern half of Australia over spring and in Western Australia, this has come too late to offset the lower sheep numbers and a further decline in production in Victoria, South Australia and the southern half of NSW which saw poor rainfall during spring.” The biggest falls in wool production come from Tasmania down 20pc with Victoria and South Australia each down 10pc. Western Australia is expected to fall a further 7pc, to 86 million kilograms, and NSW by 6pc. “On a more positive note, the widespread rainfall in November and December will encourage improved summer feed and water supplies in many parts of Australia which may help slow or even halt the sell-off of sheep,” Mr Pattinson said. 

The Australian - Ash cools the tropics
Volcanic eruptions have periodically cooled the tropics over at least the past 450 years by spewing out particles that girdle the world at high altitude. The ash reflects sunlight, according to a newly released study. The research adds a chunk of regional evidence to earlier work that found major eruptions -- such as Krakatoa, Indonesia in 1883 and Huaynaputina, Peru in 1600 -- contribute to cooling on a worldwide scale. A trio of scientists led by Rosanne D'Arrigo of the Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory in Palisades, New York, looked at ocean temperatures in a belt extending from 30 degrees south across the equator to 30 degrees north. They compiled temperature records reaching back nearly half a millennium from three sources: ice cores, tree rings and coral reefs. They found the longest sustained period of cooling of sea surfaces -- to a depth of one metre -- occurred in the early 1800s following the eruption of Mount Tambora on the Indonesia island of Sumbawa.
Tambora blew its top in 1815 and was the most powerful eruption in recorded history, ejecting about 50 cubic km of magma, according to the US Geological Survey (USGS). However, links between volcanic activity and cooler ocean surfaces weakened in the 20th century, apparently as a result of global warming from the burning of fossil fuels, the researchers say.
Another study, also published online in the journal Nature Geoscience, points to a previously unrecognised potential driver of climate change. Intensive, chemical-laden agriculture could trigger the release of carbon dioxide (CO2) from river systems, Henry Wilson and Marguerite Xenopoulos of Trent University in Ontario, Canada, say. The researchers examined organic, meaning carbon bearing, matter that had dissolved in 34 rivers in Ontario. Some of the rivers were pristine and others were heavily polluted by runoff from agricultural chemicals such as fertilizers, insecticides and herbicides. Pollution from these chemicals meant the organic material was likelier to release its carbon into the atmosphere, the study found. This factor should be taken into account by climate modellers, the study suggested.

Community Consultation on Protection of the Ecology of the Finniss River,

Currency Creek and Goolwa Channel Wetlands

The South Australian Government has asked the community to consider how best to preserve the ecology of key wetlands in the western part of Lave Alexandrina. The forum of community representatives, the Lower River Murray Drought Reference Group (LRMDRG), met on Monday 22 December 2008 to discuss the issues. This was the second meeting, with a third one planned for 5th January 2009. Mr Russell Seaman, DEH, gave a detailed presentation on the acid sulphate soil problems and potential solutions, and Mr Wayne Brown, PIRSA, outlined the bioremediation trials undertaken. 
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Dr Rob Fitzpatrick, CSIRO, answered an extensive list of questions about the factors which trigger the production of sulphuric acid by these soils and how that process can be slowed or stopped. The solutions included liming, bioremediation and maintaining sufficient water to cover the soils. Dr David Paton, University of Adelaide, said the three threats to the ecology of the region were:

1. drying out of the wetlands due to the drop in water levels;

2. high salinity water; and

3. the acidification of the water due to the acid sulphate soils.

In the present situation the drying out and acidification were the immediate dangers. Unless immediate action was taken then the risk of damage to and permanent loss of ecologies was greater than the rise in salinity that may occur with the use of more saline water from the Goolwa channel. There was extensive questioning of Dr Paton. Counter points of view were expressed by a number of people, especially over one proposed solution, being the construction of an environmental flow regulator to raise the water level to cover the wetlands. Initially fresh water could be pumped from Lake Alexandrina to raise the water level behind the regulator. After next winter the fresh flows down the Finniss River and Currency Creek are expected to provide sufficient fresh water. After the meeting on 11 December 2008, a list of issues and questions for answers was prepared. That list is attached to this summary. Answers will be posted on the DWLBC website, together with comprehensive minutes of the meetings and the relevant presentations at each meeting. Two public workshops on the same issues will be held at Goolwa and Clayton on Tuesday 13 January, 2009. All members on the public will be able to attend. Further details will be provided on the time and place of these workshops. Members of the public are invited to submit questions or comments on the issues through Andrew Beal (DWLBC) (beal.andrew@saugov.sa.gov.au) and Dean Brown

(Chair of the LRMDRG) (dean.brown@bigpond.com).

Dean Brown,

Lower River Murray Drought Reference Group (LWRMDRG) Issues and questions noted at the meeting of 11 December for discussion at the special meeting on 22 December 2008 and January 5 2009

1. Acid Sulfate Soils

• More work needed on bioremediation and liming options to manage alkalinity and drop in pH.

• Bioremediation trials – how are they going and why can’t we do more?

• Will the bioremediation benefits of the natural regeneration that is occurring be quantified:

• Why is -1.5 AHD the trigger?

• Can lake water body alkalinity data be made available on website like other drought data?

2. Volumes and Modelling

• Water balance with inflows and evaporation in the Finniss and Currency Creeks?

• Has the flushing of salt water from Lake Albert in recovery been modelled?

• Is the resolution of the biogeochemical modelling fine enough to model individual reaches in the Finniss River and Currency Creek?

3. Seawater ingress

• Is an acid condition for the Lower Lakes worse than a seawater condition?

• Modelling of the expected rise in the salinity of the lakes under the seawater option?

• How long would it take to recover to fresh water?

• How will salt incursions be managed?

• What are the likely impacts of seawater on lakebed and environment?

• Will seawater cause adverse groundwater impacts (in particular in Langhorne Creek)?

4. Community Consultation

• Localised meetings as workshops?

• Get practical people involved in consultation and project supervision.

• Historical information (e.g. from old timers) should be gathered.

• Ranking of the options – how will be decisions be made? What will be the priorities; the environment, water, boaties or the community?

5. Freshwater Solutions

• Why are we forgetting the freshwater solution?

• Calculation of volumes of water required to keep lakes above their acidification triggers through to September 2010?

6. Other

• Does bathymetry show whether there are deep holes with fish?

• Why are we seeing natural regeneration of lakeside fringing vegetation and the best fish breeding we have seen in years if things are so bad?
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25th 

Well today is Christmas Day so I hope you all have a good day or had a good day and you got what you wanted (I wanted to go fishing but couldn’t find a safe ramp useable by a two wheel drive vehicle) or deserved, things have not changed much in the last twelve months. 

The Federal Government is now over one year old and is still taking like it was one year to the next election.

Nothing changes the Prime Minister is throwing money around like a man with no arms. 

I don’t know what he is buying, if I were cynical I would believe it was a second term.

From the, “Water in Storage” message above things are still crook but they talk about the recovery, to have bloody recovery would someone tell them we need inflow into the Basin!

On this day we must remember those suffering more than we are and ofcourse all around the World people are suffering for different reasons but the two main reasons to me seem to be Governments ruled by despots etc hungry for only one thing only ‘power’ the other reason is lack of the necessities of basic human life and dignity.

We are so lucky in this country most of us are feeling the benefits of previous administrations and though there are many without a place to call home, because of the actions of others, can often find a bed and a meal. 

Those in the Murray-Darling Basin and those who rely on the Basin to provide there living are in many cases doing it tough but the Australian Ethos still exists, if not really as well as we would like.

Until we unify the Basin and ensure it is managed/run properly (a benefit to all) we will continue to be UN-AUSTRALIAN.

Though of you who know me, know my views on those I believe are un-Australian.

What me must all remember is the Australian Ethos was born out of a generation, whom for our safety and future, left this country early in the 19th century arrived at a place called ANZAC Cove (I stood on that shore some years ago it certainly is humbling) and many never came home from Turkey and many other place in Europe.

We lost a generation, a generation of possible leaders/statesmen please ensure there losses were not in vain and strive to make this country, a country, we are proud to hand on to future generations.

Some thing I learned many years ago when I wore a much younger persons clothes,

“Service is the price we pay for the space we occupy on this earth” 

and from my daughter, 

“Ensure the path we walk leaves footprints not scars”.         

